Hand-reader Winston Clark said 
recently : “In all big cities, whether 
London, New York, Tokyo, or Hong 
Kong, people have fears about the 
future. They come to me for reassur- 
ance, I suppose. When they realize 
I am sincere and genuine, they relax 
and tell me things they wouldn’t 
confide in a friend. They usually go 
away much happier. It’s a terrible 
strain on me though, so I don’t like 
to see more than two people in a day. 
You can’t escape your destiny, but if 
you know what’s going to happen, 
you can prepare yourself for it.” 


NATURAL QUESTIONS 


That people are worried about the 
future probably is true at all times, 
but especially at the beginning of a 
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the Rev. M. Brammeier 


ON FEARS ABOUT THE FUTURE 


year questions such as these are asked, 
“What does 1968 have in store for 
me?” Will anything terrible happen 
tome? Will fortune come my way in 
68? Will I live through the whole 
year?” 

I think it is quite natural for the 
human being to ask such questions. 
God has made us to be naturally 
inquisitive about many things, and 
this includes knowing about the 
future. The writer of the Proverbs 
said : “ It is the glory of God to con- 
ceal a thing: but the honour of kings 
is to search out a matter.” (25 :12.) 


BEING PREPARED 


What the hand-reader said about 
preparing yourself if you know what’s 
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coming is not a new idea at all. 
Jesus talked about the end of 
world, he suggested, “If the g 
man of the house had known in 
watch the thief would come, he 
have watched, and would not 
suffered his house to be broken 
(Matt. 24:43.) It must be pot 
out, however, that in this con 
Jesus does not suggest that som 
should have told the goodman of 
house the specific hour to be on gu 
but he makes it clear that the o 
way to be prepared at the right ti 
is to be prepared all the time. 


NO LETTER 
The simple fact is that God has 


seen fit to send us a letter in wh 
he outlines all that will happen to 
in the future. What will be tomorr 
or the next day we just do not knoy 
But this does not mean that we 
left to drift aimlessly along, with 
any guide or any promise for 
future. “The secret things bel 
unto the Lord our God: but th 
things which are revealed bel 
unto us and to our children for evé 
that we may do all the words of tht 
law,” Moses said many centuries age 
(Deut. 29 :29.) In the last part of ths 
verse is the lesson for Chritsians. Th 
fact is that God has revealed some 
thing, and that is His good am 
gracious will towards us. Althoug® 
we do not know what the future ha 
in store for us, we do know Go» 
desires our welfare at all time 
Rather than worry about the future 
or try by various means to ascertai- 
what is likely to happen, the Christia® 
should say with St. Paul, ““ We know 
that all things work together for gooe 
to them that love God. . . . He tha 
spared not his own Son, but deliverec 
him up for us all, how shall he no 
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i). the Apostles’ Creed, which we 
»@ following in this series of articles, 
i@nention is made of the Sacrament 
Holy Baptism. The Nicene Creed, 
ulgvever, has the words, “ I acknowl- 
‘Ge one Baptism for the remission 
‘sins.’ Because this is one of the 
damental doctrines of our faith, 

dare not fail to give it our 
2ntion. 


its importance is well stated by Dr. 
(ther in the Large Catechism, 
japtism is no human trifle, but 
tituted by God Himself, moreover 
) . it is most solemnly and strictly 
mmanded that we must be bap- 
ed, or we cannot be saved, lest any 
e regard it as a trifling matter, like 
itting on a new red coat... . But 
jat God institutes and commands 
mnot be a vain, but must be a 
recious thing, though in appearance 
were of less value than straw.” 


ACRED ACT 


Since there is an unfortunate 
ndency among people today to take 
1is Sacrament too lightly, to regard 
merely as a laudable custom or as a 
mbolic act, Luther’s words are 
mely. We must look again at the 
Jord of God. 


And there we find that it is indeed 
“sacred act instituted by God Him- 
If.” For evidence, we neeed only 
fer to the well-known passage, 
fatt. 28:18, “Go therefore and 
ake disciples of all nations, baptis- 
ig them in the name of the Father 
id of the Son and of the Holy 
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acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.’—NicENE CREED. 


\ Born again of water and the spirit” 


by the Rev. R. E. Winger of Coventry 


Ghost.” (RSV) These are the words 
of Christ, and as they are a com- 
mand, Baptism must be taken 
seriously. Our Lord has said it; that 
makes it a highly important matter. 


The application of water with the 
Word of God, as indicated in the 
passage above, is the correct form of 
the Sacrament. Both water and the 
Word are essential parts. But the 
Bible prescribes no single correct 
method of applying the water. The 
Greek word from which _ our 
“baptise”’ is derived is used in the 
various senses of pour, wash, sprinkle, 
or immerse. Hence any of these ways 
of baptising is correct. 


INFANTS TOO 


Who, then ,is tobe baptised? “ All 
nations,” says Jesus. That this all- 
inclusive category excludes children 
from the Sacrament cannot be main- 
tained on the basis of Scripture. St. 
Peter told the congregation on Pente- 
cost Day, “Repent, and be baptised 
every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ. . . . For the promise is unto 
you, and to your children.” (Acts 2: 
38-39.) Children must also be meant 
in our Lord’s statement, “ Unless one 
is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of Spirit is 
spirit.” (John 3 :5,6 RSV.) Children, 
too, are originally sinful and. in need 
of the grace of God. 


It is natural to assume, further- 
more, that there were children in the 
households of the jailer at Philippi, 
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of Lydia, and of Cornelius, all of 
whom were baptised together with 
“their households.” 


There is plenty of testimony among 
the writings of the early church 
fathers, right back to the time of the 
Apostles, to indicate that the church 
has always practised infant baptism. 
Among others, Cyprian, Bishop of 
Carthage (d. A.D. 258), writes, “ Ah, 
so, dearest brother, this was the final 
verdict at our Council that no one 
should be kept by us from Baptism 
and from the grace of God, who is 
merciful, good, «and faithful to all. 
Since, then, this purpose should be 
referred to and maintained with re- 
gard to all, we hold that this purpose 
pertains all the more to young child- 
ren, and also the newly-born.” 


ITS BENEFIT 


This Sacrament is not merely a 
symbolic act of outward obedience. It 
is a means whereby God conveys to us 
His grace, i.e., “forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation.” This we know 
from such passages as “ Repent and 
be baptised, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins” (Acts 2 :38); “Arise and be 
baptised and wash away thy sins” 
(Acts 22:16) ; “Baptism doth also 
now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21); and 
“ According to His mercy He saved 
us by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 
3:5). All the blessings which Christ 
won for us on the cross are given to us 
in Holy Baptism, for “ where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life 
and salvation.” 


BORN ANEW 


Baptism is also described as a new 
birth, or regeneration. Jesus said to 
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Nicodemus, “‘ Except a man be 
again, he cannot see the Kingdom) 
God.” (John 3:3.) And when Nig 
demus thought this means a phy 
re-birth, Jesus made clear its spiri 
nature, “ Except a man be borm)} 
water and the Spirit.” (John 3:39 
To be baptised is to be given a nq 
life. Man is not by nature a chil 
God. Only by the gift of God’s g 
through faith does he become 
And that is what happens in Baptisi 
His sins are washed away ; he 
comes a new person. God’s child ¢ 
the heir of life eternal. 


NEW LIFE 

A new-born child is not lifeless. 
breathes, its heart beats, it grows 
learns, and it acts in ever mi 
mature ways. So the Christian, 
whom the new life of Christ is pout 
at Baptism, cannot remain spiritual} 
lifeless. A new power is at work wit 
in him. And he, too, must grow all, 
learn and act more maturely. 

Baptism happens only once in | 
lifetime. And yet it has daily const 
quences. The new-born child of Gor 
will want to grow in that new li 
Throughout his life he will remembi 
that at his Baptism he was mae 
God’s own child, and he will want 
act like a good child. As he lea 
more about the faith which is his, hy 
will become more conscious of his sit 
and shortcoming, more concerné 
about serving God in every part of hi 
life. 


Just because he is baptised, h 
ought to feed regularly on the food o 
God’s Word, he must pray, confess hi 
sins, and continually try to do bettet 
Luther explains this beautifully in th 
Small Catechism: “It (Baptism 
signifies that the Old Adam in u 
should, by daily contrition and re 
pentance be drowned and die witt 
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an be : : 
‘\jas and evil lusts, and, again, a 


nan daily come forth and arise, 
shall live before God in right- 
ess and purity forever.” 

t no one regard this blessed 
ument lightly. 
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FINAL CALL FOR 
1968 SYNOD RESOLUTIONS 


All ELCE congregations, missions, 
boards and other eligible bodies are 
asked to give early consideration to 
resolutions which they intend to submit 
for debate at the 1968 Synod at Harlow. 


i | et : ll Such resolutions must be in the hands 

at also, Irecely give us a of the Secretary, 117-123 Golden Lane, 

ps?” (Rom. 8 :28, 32.) Or, to say London, E.C.1, not later than 31 January, 
mewhat more simply, we can 1968. 


yw the words of the Psalm and 
to God, “My times are in thy 
tee (312 1'5;) 


Church Alive 
ENTHUSIASM BORN OF FAITH 


Abraham Lincoln once said of one of his poorer generals who was always 
using his failures, ‘“ He has the ‘| can’t help-its.’ ” 

Some congregations have this same affliction. They have lost all enthusiasm 
the work of the Lord and have fallen into the doldrums. 
‘We can't help it,” they say. If we had a more attractive building, it would be 
ler to win people for Christ.”” The early Christians offered no such excuse. 
‘y had no church buildings at all. They went “ from house to house, testifying 
h to Jews and to Greeks of repentance to God and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
fist.” (Acts 20: 20, 21.) 

“If we only had a better location! ’’ others wail. But the early Christians had 
location at all in the beginning. They went “ from house to house.”’ The church 
not called to preach just in a nice neighbourhood or to a higher class of people. 
long as there are souls to be won in the neighbourhood, the command is still, 
'reach the Gospel to every creature.” 

“If we only had more money!” Perhaps the congregation doesn’t have it, 
: the people do. Our nation spends more than ever before. What we need is a higher 
gree of consecration and a fuller measure of the Holy Spirit so that we are willing 
i devote to the Lord more of that which He has so richly poured out upon us. 
| We could list a lot of other excuses. You've heard them. But when all is said 
d done, they are only excuses. What we need is more enthusiasm in the proper 
nse of that word. It became a bad word only because some heretics taught 
lat one can receive revelation from the Holy Spirit directly without the Word of God. 
“Enthusiasm ’’ comes from two Greek words meaning ‘in God.” If we live 
| Christ and Christ lives in us, richly, daily; if we are filled with the Holy Spirit, 
‘2 will enjoy labouring for the Lord night and day, at home, at work, or in the 
jurch. Lack of enthusiasm for church work is a symptom that faith is growing weak. 
ne disease can be cured only by the Word of God and prayer. 

If this is true of all Christians, it is especially important for church leaders. 
‘hurch officers have been elected not to “run the church”’ but to organise the 
ork and train a maximum number of members to put their shoulders to the wheel 
nd do it. To regain their enthusiasm, church leaders and perhaps all members 
ught to restudy the Gospel of John and the Book of Acts. Jesus said, ‘ The words 
yat | speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.’ The way to become 
nthusiastic is to get new life from the Word and Spirit, and then we shall do the 
vork which the Spirit inspires us to do. 
" —From Advance. 
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LIVERPOOL MISSION 


— Progress Repo 


When the new ELCE Mission at 
Sunbury-on-Thames was just begin- 
ning, our first year of existence was 
drawing to its close and our own 
people were shouldering the full load 
of planning and advertising the 
second Christian Film Festival. 


Church Attendance : 

The number of people at our Ser- 
vices has remained fairly constant 
ever since the beginning. The average 
attendance for the entire year (lst 
January °67 to 31st December °67) 
was 39, or 35 if one excludes the 
Services at Easter, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. 


Sunday School : 

This has grown from an average 
monthly attendance of 33 at the be- 
ginning of *67 to an attendance of 61 
during December. The Sunday 
School has eleven teachers (this 
counts three people who teach twice 
each Sunday) and is divided into two 
separate sessions in order to fit all the 
children into the Hall. The children 
of both sessions join together for a 
short Service at 11 a.m. The greatest 
“recruitment” has been through 
the Nursery School. 


Course in Biblical Teachings of 
the Lutheran Church : 

This began with about 33 to 35 
people but for varying reasons the 
group dwindled to 23 people. It is 
hoped that a number of those who 
had to drop out of the first group will 
be able to form the nucleus of the 
second adult class. It may be of 
interest to note that this course was 
instrumental in prompting one mar- 
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ried couple to link up again with} 
Church were they had had previo} 
connections—linking up even to 
extent of teaching in the Sun 
School—and this is also a cause 
gratitude. 


Youth Clubs : 

We are still running two groupi} 
the Juniors are from a minimum 
of 7 and the Seniors are from 
upwards. 

Mr. Holmes and Mrs. Makin ha 
both given up their Wedne 
evenings to keep the Junior C 
open, whilst enabling the Pastor 
spend an extra evening visiting. 
Holmes has taken care of the gamé@ 
and Mrs. Makin has organised all t 
handwork with the girls (their k 
effort was to make a miniatu 
Manger to give to Mr. Lucas who 
in the Aintree Chest Hospital). Mr 
Macdonald was also helping eae 
week until the family moved furthe 
away to Hale Village. Attendance 
have varied from 8 to 31, but ai 
usually around 20. i 

The Senior Club has also had “< 
variable attendances, from 14 to 
mid-40’s (numbers, you realise, n@ 
age!) and the activities have range 
from ping-pong and billiards (on — 
table from the Abrahams) to a Tram) 
Supper, a Hike up the 1,820 ft. hig 
“ Moel Famau ” in North Wales, a 
a Fancy Dress evening. Mrs. Hesket) 
gives up all her Friday evenings t) 
this Club and provides many of thi 
ideas. 


The Choir 
(of the most modest proportions 1) 
This is organised by Mrs. Hesket | 
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meets every Friday at 6.30 p.m. 
actice one or two hymns for sing- 
naccompanied in the Service. It 
ly consists of about seven or 

children singing the Treble 
two Adult Sopranos, about three 
t Alto singers and two Basses. 
tt from adding a little variety to 
Order of Service from time to 
, this little group not only fosters 
iterest in “‘ Part” singing but also 
les us to introduce some of the 
sumple hymns. During the course 
ie year the group has, amongst 
rv things, sung: “Praise the 
ighty, my soul, adore Him,” 
nis Joyful Eastertide,’ ‘Oh, 
ir, Lord, Thy temple,” “Holy 
yst with light divine,’ and 
rautiful Saviour.” 


even te 
he Suk 
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Nursery School : 
‘his was begun in February, 1967, 
a the object of increasing the Sun- 
School, as well as becoming 
ywn in the community and being 
ervice to the people on the Estate. 


\ Christian Superintendent Regis- 
fae, who was interested in our plans, 
nted out during preliminary in- 
tigations that if we charged fees or 
d the staff we would immediately 


*no other purpose than a Nursery 
hool. The same man advised that 
free-will offering would offset ex- 
diture and maintenance costs 
hout forfeiting the exemption from 
tes which we would be enjoying as 
place of worship. From the health 
spartment we learnt that with our 
cilities (area and the number of 
ilets have a bearing on this) we 
ould be allowed a maximum of 20 
uldren at any one time, with a 
uinimum of two adults as staff “ with 
perience in the handling of child- 


: 
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ren”’ (this enabled mothers to staff 
the nursery instead of limiting us to 
the help of trained nurses or teachers). 
In order to allow for illness or emer- 
gencies where one mother would be 
absent, we have always arranged for 
three mothers to be at the nursery. 


The Nursery operates three morn- 
ings each week for children aged 
3-5 years. Holidays are the same 
as the local school holidays. The 
children draw, play games, sing, 
march to music and make something 
to take home. They have their hands 
washed at the end of the morning, 
each child having a personal flannel 
and towel, as well as a shoe bag (slip- 
pers or gym shoes are worn during 
nursery). In the middle of the morn- 
ing the children are given a drink of 
milk. An offering basket is left on the 
table in the entrance Hall and 
mothers give whatever they feel is 
right (no sum is mentioned at any 
time in order that there can never be 
any justification for the rates people 
to remove our exemption from rates). 
About £95 equipment was bought 
from James Gault Ltd., of Cheadle & 
London, including two blackboards, 
two bookcases, five small tables and 
20 small chairs. We thought that the 
chairs and tables would also serve 
usefully in the severely restricted 
space of our Sunday School rooms, 
and they have proved invaluable. 
The voluntary offering has more than 
offset the expenditure; from February 
to December the offering total was 
£138 18s. 9d. 


When a mother applies for a child 
to join the nursery (this usually hap- 
pens through personal recommenda- 
tion), she is given an enrolment form 
and also asked if she can take’a turn 
on the staff rota; the answer is usually 
“yes”. The child is put on the wait- 
ing list and the mother notified as 
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soon as a place is available; she is also 
told of the Sunday School and the 
Church Services. Most children com- 
ing to the nursery have automatically 
joined the Sunday School together 
with any older brothers or sisters they 
may have. In this way the Nursery 
has proved to be the most valuable 
aid to our Mission and our Sunday 
School would be smaller by at least 
25 per cent. without it. The effect 
upon adults is hard to gauge, just as 
film publicity effects are impossible to 
measure, but people not coming to 
the Church tend to know of its 
existence more through the Nursery 
than through anything else—maybe 
because the Nursery offers a much 
needed service in this Estate which is 
so full of children. 


Further details concerning the 
starting of the Nursery : 

At the beginning, the Nursery was 
staffed each day by Mrs. Cremer and 
Mrs. Jean Williams, plus one mother 
(a different one each morning on the 
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COMMISSION FOR UNITY EXAMINES CONSTITUTIONS 


The constitutions of the seven partici- 
pating Lutheran churches were examined 
by the Commission for Lutheran Unity at 
their second meeting at Concordia House, 
Golden Lane, London, E.C.1, on Friday, 
24 November. Members of the Commis- 
sion are the head and a leading layman of 
each of the churches: Estonian, Latvian, 
German, Polish, Hungarian, the United 
Lutheran Synod and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of England. Dr. E. Geo. 
Pearce and Mr. E. F. R. Smith are the 
ELCE representatives. 

As agreed at their first meeting on 22 
September, the Commission studied and 
compared the confessional clauses of each 
of the churches represented. Extracts 
from the various constitutions had been 
made available to the members by the Rev. 
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rota basis); this provided the n 
sary continuity to give the chil 
confidence in their new surroun¢ 
After three months, when Mrs. 
liams left to be a full-time Dis 
Nurse, Mrs. Cremer was helpet 
two mothers on a rota basis. 
four months, when Mrs. Creme 
the mothers have continued to 
the nursery on their own (fo 
them help once each week, while 
rest help on a rota basis which 
volves their helping about once € 
month or three weeks). 

At the end of last term the mot 
organised a Christmas Party for 
children, with food, drinks and 
this was a great success. 

For each child a card is kept { 
is the requirement of the local Heal} 
Authority) with details of moth 
address, father’s address at 
doctor’s name and address, ant 
signature to the effect that the par@ 
undertakes not to send the child) 
nursery when there has been cont 
with any infectious disease. 


Robert Patkai. It was found that all 
churches based their doctrine, accordii: 
to their constitutions, on the Old and N 
Testaments; all but two mention 
specifically the three ancient creeds, t 
Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasiay 
of the Lutheran Confessions, all 

accepted, either explicitly or implicit 
they are contained in the Book of Conco 
of 1580. One constitution speaks of “t 
confessional writings of the Germ 

Reformation’? and allows admission ~ 
“all Protestant Christians.” 


The Commission also considered t 
“Theses of Agreement ” and “ Docume 
of Union,’ the two documents w 
enabled the two Lutheran. churches — 
Australia to come together. Copies of t! 
documents had been made available to 


BRITISH LUTHE 


rs. It was agreed to devote a major 
#f the next Commission meeting on 
day, 25 January, to an examination 
iscussion of Article VIII of the 
ses of Agreement.” 


-YEAR PLEDGE ASKED 

4 February, the first Sunday in the 
SEF year, all communicant ELCE 
ers will be asked to place upon the 
ag plate in their churches a promise 
mate £1 a year for the next seven 
as a gift to build up the capital of 
thurch Extension Fund. If they pay 
ne tax, they will be encouraged to 
a Deed of Covenant for the £1, thus 
ling the Church to recover the tax 
In this way, the £1 given will yield 
l of £1 14s. to the Church. Shorter 
s than seven years are not recog- 
in Income Tax law for refund of 


ae new CEF pledge was explained and 
ssed at a meeting of the full CEF 
mittee on 18 November at Concordia 
e, London. Present were members of 
central committee and local repre- 
tives from Tottenham, Petts Wood, 
ow, Cardiff, Ruislip, Liverpool, East 
ride, and Coventry. The meeting 
red that local CEF representatives 
ald explain the plan to their congre- 
ons on 3 December, ‘‘CEF Sunday ” 
1 ELCE congregations, approach each 
municant personally with the Pledge, 
ask that all Pledges be placed on the 
wing plate on 4 February. It was felt 
t such a pledge, small enough to be 
in the reach of every communicant 
ber, would not only involve a larger 
portion of members in building the 
irch’s future and result in a growing 
ital, but might also encourage indi- 
uals who were hesitant about the Deed 
ovenant to use it more widely in their 

er gifts to the church. 
eeting for the whole of the Saturday 
rnoon and evening, the Committee 
heard reports from each representa- 
present. Mrs. Taylor, Ruislip, reported 
t 75 per cent. of St. Andrews members 
}re regular CEF investors. Mr. Smith, 
ventry, said that the bulk of investors 
Coventry were Sunday School children, 
t plans were afoot to encourage more 
ults to save regularly through the Fund. 
r. Jansson, Cardiff, expressed thanks to 
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his wife, their daughter, and her fiance for 
the marked upswing in investments. 
Central Committee members pointed to 
the decline in the number and amount of 
investments over the past four years and 
to the fact that over the same period with- 
drawals from the Fund almost equalled 
investments, leaving a very small working 
surplus. The Committee also explained the 
new target figures to be published in the 
British Lutheran from February 1968 
onwards. 


COUNCIL ANALYSES, 
UPGRADES PASTORS’ SALARIES 


After a study of the ELCE scale of 


pastors’ salaries that began almost two 
years ago, was interrupted by the “ wage 
freeze” and the “period of severe 


restraint,’ then taken up again by the 
Council’s finance committee and carefully 
examined in the light of Ministry of 
Labour statistics, the Council accepted the 
recommendation of Treasurer Edwin 
Nickless to raise salaries by 5 per cent., 
beginning 1 February. The church’s policy 
is that pastors should receive the same 
income as the average ELCE male mem- 
ber. To that end, the average wage or 
salary earned by all male workers over the 
age of 21, arrived at by figures produced 
by the Ministry of Labour, has been a 
helpful guide in the annual review of 
pastors’ salaries by the Council. Since the 
average worker in the country must pro- 
vide his own housing, 15 per cent. is 
added. 


The average earnings of wage earners 
and salaried employees in April 1967 was 
£1,236. Adding 15 per cent. for the free 
housing provided by the church to the 
actual salary paid to the pastor brought 
the average ELCE pastoral salary in April 
1967 to £1,187. In coming to the decision 
to raise the scale to bridge the gap, the 
Council also considered the relevance of 
such benefits as the furlough, the car 
scheme, rates and taxes on the parsonage 
being paid by the church. Also studied for 
comparison were the stipends paid to min- 
isters in other denominations. 


The 5 per cent. rise will go into effect 
at the beginning of the new fiscal year, 
1 February. The Council encourages 
ELCE congregations, subsidised or self- 
supporting, to consider similar action. 
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South Wales Echo, 
Friday, October 27, 1967 


LUTHER THESES 


Anyone passing the Lutheran Church 
at Fairwater Green, Cardiff, next Sunday 
evening may think there’s something 
strange going on. The pastor, 29-year-old 
Ronald Feuerhahn, will be outside at 6.30 
nailing a sheet of paper to the church 
door. 

It will display 95 short, typewritten 
statements—nearly 450 years to the day 
since Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses 
to the church door at Wittenberg on 
October 31, 1517. 

Pastor Feuerhahn thinks the best way 
of commemorating the anniversary of this 
epoch-making event is to call the con- 
temporary churches to repentance, just as 
Luther called on the Roman Catholic 
Church of his day to make an honest 
appraisal of itself. 

He realises that some people may think 
it “ audacious’ of him to pass judgment 
on other churches as well as his own. 

But he explained: “‘ The Scriptures are 
the one norm we really have. But somany 
church leaders relegate the Bible to a 
pocketful of myths. Frankly, I believe in 
the Scriptures as the revealed and inspired 
Word of God.” 

Pastor Feuerhahn believes the British 
do not realise the significance of Martin 
Luther, the German priest who was the 
“father” of the Reformation. 

“They are unaware of his influence,” 
he said. ‘It’s like being unaware of the 
influence of Marx on the political thinking 
of today.” 

The 95 modern theses drawn up by 
Pastor Feuerhahn will serve as points for 
discussion among the members of his con- 
gregation next week. 
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10 YEARS OF STEADY PROGRESS 


A peep back along 10 years by way of 
colour transparencies taken since 1957 as 
part of a record of the church’s develop- 
ment were shown at the 10th anniversary 
of the dedication of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Cranes Way, Boreham Wood, on 
Friday. 

About 70 people saw pictures of the 
church building going up, the official 
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opening a decade ago, and much of 
has happened since. This was followe 
an anniversary supper and then a | 
service of thanksgiving conducted by 
W. P. Borgas, Pastor of St. Paul’s. 

Among the speakers at the service 
Mr. Peter Crawley, chairman of 
congregation. 

“We have made some substantial 
gress in the 10 years. It has not al 
been as spectacular as one would like 
nevertheless it has been steady and wo 
while,” Rev. Borgas told a reporter. 


Yesterdays 


TWENTY YEARS AGO— 
December 
two well-attended Childr 
Christmas services on Christmas Eve a 
Christmas Day (Tottenham 150, Ken’ 
Town 160), members donated their s 
ration coupons in order to provide 
children with the traditional bag of swe 
In addition, gifts of sweets were recei 
from Australia and France for the sa 
purpose. 


TEN YEARS AGO—December 19 


The Executive Committee of the Ev 
gelical Lutheran Church of Aust 
agreed in principle at their early meet 
in December to authorise a loan to 
ELCE towards the purchase of an offi 
building in central London. A committ 
appointed by the ELCE Board for Luthe 
Agencies has already begun to study t 
type and location of the building. T! 
move for larger and permanent accomm 
dation was sanctioned by the 1957 Sy 
... An appeal for toys to ELCE Sund 
Schools brought in such a quantity to th 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Brooke that th 
were able to dispatch 103 parcels to Hut 
garian children. . . . 15 December mark 
the installation of Pastor Norman Heint 
as pastor at Luther-Tyndale, succeedir 
Pastor Norman Nagel... Young peop! 
from Kentish Town, Petts Wood, Bromle 
and Ruislip gather at St. Andrews, Ruisli 
for a New Year's Eve party, ending with 
midnight Communion Service f 
Under a new arrangement, Pastor Desmon 
Jose of Cornwall will work with Paste 
Louis Brighton at Holy Trinity, Tottenhan 
and conduct monthly services at Goot 
havern, Cornwall, 


At the 


BRITISH LUTHERA 


